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I. Introduction 
 

This brief guide is designed to support you in conducting observational assessments in a variety 
of developmental domains using Galileo Pre-K Online. Observations may be recorded online 
using the Observation by Class interface. Observations may also be recorded offline using the 
printed Class Observation Record and entered online later.  

 
The guide is organized as follows. First, we’ll provide some useful tips that can help enhance 
your observations. Next, we’ll provide examples for each capability on each Galileo scale. 
These examples will help you understand activities and scenarios where you might observe a 
child demonstrating a capability. Then, we’ll present a step-by-step quick reference guide that 
walks you through the process of recording and reporting on observational data within the online 
Galileo Observation by Class interface. Finally, we answer two frequently asked questions 
about how to interpret assessment results and use this information to plan developmentally 
appropriate learning opportunities.   
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II. Tips to Enhance the Quality of Your Observations 
 
Here are some ways you can enhance your observations while using Galileo: 
 
A. Know What to Look for 

 
Have a good sense of the progression of capabilities for each area of development on Galileo 
you wish to observe. When you know what comes before and what comes next in development, 
you know what to look for when observing children. You will also know what to plan next! 
 
B. Have a Purpose 

 
Having a purpose means that you conduct your observations with a goal in mind. Your purpose 
may be to make a weekly activity plan, determine how to individualize, or revise an activity. 
Always ask yourself, “What do I hope to learn from observing? How will I use what I’ve 
learned?” 
 
C. Have a Focus 
 
Having a focus means you know what you wish to observe, which children will be observed, and 
where the observation will occur. Ask yourself, “What do I want to observe? Whom will I be 
observing? Where will I observe?” 
 
D. Take Advantage of Moments to Observe 
 
Observation of children can occur at any time and in any place. For example, during an outdoor 
activity you may observe children learning to share playground equipment or learning a physical 
skill, such as catching a ball. You may observe children learning about colors, trying out new 
ideas, and using their fine motor skills during an art activity. 
 
E. Use Representative Work 

 
You can learn about development by observing things children make. Representative work such 
as writing, drawings, art, projects, block constructions, and other work samples can provide 
insights about development. 
 
F. Use Narratives 

 
Narratives or anecdotal notes help you to describe what children do and how they do it. They 
are also very useful for recording your concerns, goals, plans, and successes. Please 
remember that when using narratives to be objective, accurate and brief. 
 
G. Involve Families 

 
Children often display capabilities in one setting that may not be readily observed in another. A 
child may be quite verbal at home and talk very little at school. Insights provided by parents can 
assist you in adjusting the curriculum to more closely meet the needs of individual children. 
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III. Goal Examples for 3-5 Years 

 
Each Galileo G3 scale is composed of a number of learning goals. These capabilities represent 

a developmental path in a certain domain such as early math. The following pages present, for 

each scale, examples of activities and scenarios where you might observe that a child has 

learned a capability. You can use these examples to develop a better understanding of what 

each capability means and how a child might demonstrate that capability.  

A. Goal Examples for 3-5 Years: G3 Approaches to Learning 
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B. Goal Examples for 3-5 Years: G3 Creative Arts 
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C. Goal Examples for 3-5 Years: G3 Early Math 
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D. Goal Examples for 3-5 Years: G3 English Language Acquisition 
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E. Goal Examples for 3-5 Years: G3 Language 
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F. Goal Examples for 3-5 Years: G3 Literacy 
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G. Goal Examples for 3-5 Years: G3 Logic and Reasoning 
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H. Goal Examples for 3-5 Years: G3 Nature and Science 
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I. Goal Examples for 3-5 Years: G3 Physical Development and Health 

 

 

 



Galileo® Pre-K Online Assessment Kit 3 Through 5 Years 

Observation, Scoring, and Interpretation Using Galileo Pre-K Online: A Brief Guide 
 

©2017 Assessment Technology, Incorporated 
 Revised as of 03.28.17 27 



Galileo® Pre-K Online Assessment Kit 3 Through 5 Years 

Observation, Scoring, and Interpretation Using Galileo Pre-K Online: A Brief Guide 
 

©2017 Assessment Technology, Incorporated 
 Revised as of 03.28.17 28 



Galileo® Pre-K Online Assessment Kit 3 Through 5 Years 

Observation, Scoring, and Interpretation Using Galileo Pre-K Online: A Brief Guide 
 

©2017 Assessment Technology, Incorporated 
 Revised as of 03.28.17 29 



Galileo® Pre-K Online Assessment Kit 3 Through 5 Years 

Observation, Scoring, and Interpretation Using Galileo Pre-K Online: A Brief Guide 
 

©2017 Assessment Technology, Incorporated 
 Revised as of 03.28.17 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Galileo® Pre-K Online Assessment Kit 3 Through 5 Years 

Observation, Scoring, and Interpretation Using Galileo Pre-K Online: A Brief Guide 
 

©2017 Assessment Technology, Incorporated 
 Revised as of 03.28.17 31 

J. Goal Examples for 3-5 Years: G3 Social and Emotional Development 
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K. Goal Examples for 3-5 Years: G3 Social Studies 
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L. Goal Examples for 3-5 Years: G3 Technology 
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IV. A Guide for Galileo Pre-K Online:  Recording and Reporting Data Using the 
Observations by Class Page 
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V. How to Interpret Assessment Results and Plan Learning Opportunities 

As you enter observation data into Galileo, the system will provide you with information about 
each child’s learning in each developmental domain. This information is summarized in the 
Developmental Level (DL) score and will help you to plan developmentally appropriate learning 
opportunities based on each child’s capabilities.  
 
A. What is a Developmental Level Score? 

 
Galileo provides a Developmental Level (DL) score that indicates the position of a child on a 
developmental path (e.g., early math). When we know a child’s developmental level, we know 
the kinds of things that the child has already learned and the things that s/he is ready to learn 
next. This information provides the basis for planning effective learning opportunities. The score 
starts at zero when a child is born and presumably can increase as long as we are alive and 
learning. A child with no capabilities marked as learned in a given scale will still have a score, 
because they have learned many skills, and much about the world, by the time they start 
preschool.  

 

B. What are Planning Levels? 
 

One of the most important pieces of the assessment equation is lesson planning. As teachers 
and educators you want to use the information you have about what a child has already learned 
to tell you what a child is ready to learn. Once you know what children are ready to learn, you 
can plan activities that are appropriate for their developmental level. With this goal in mind, 
Galileo has linked planning to the assessment scales. You will find that next to each capability in 
a scale there is a planning level. These planning levels will tell you if a child has learned that 
capability or if you should plan for it now, soon or later. This instant, reliable information helps 
you individualize your teaching to meet the needs of all children. 

 


